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University of Tennessee Library Addition 


By G. M. ABEL, Administrative Assistant 


In 1931 the University of Tennessee’s 
library building was occupied, and within 
fifteen years the lack of space was al- 
ready a serious problem. Since that time, 
additional shelving has been added in the 
old building, branch libraries were estab- 
lished, a storage facility was made avail- 
able on campus, and the collection was 
carefully weeded. Each of these steps 
gave temporary relief, but Tennessee con- 
tinued to feel the need of additional 
building, not only to provide space for 
beoks but to make possible expanded and 
improved services. 

This need had been acute for several 
years. Yet, even when there was strong 
feeling that the addition soon would be- 
come a reality, no member of the library 
staff had prepared so much as a sketch 
or outline of how he felt the addition 
should look, how large it should be, or 
what it should contain, nor had there 
been a single conference for the purpose 
of planning a library addition. Such 
planning had been intentionally avoided 
for two reasons. First, it would have 
disturbed the staff prematurely and 
would have stimulated enthusiasm for a 
new building at a time when disappoint- 
ment was still a possibility. Second, it 
was recognized that suggestions at this 
time could seriously hamper the original 
thinking of the library planning com- 
mittee and the architect. 

The process of planning the addition 
began in December, 1955, when President 
Brehm set up a University Library Plan- 
ning Committee, which included a rep- 
resentative of each college, recommended 
by the respective dean, the academic 
Vice President, the University architect, 
the Director of the Physical Plant, the 
Director of Libraries, and two other 
members of the library staff. 

This committee was charged to assist 
in planning expanded library service in 
keeping with the growth and develop- 
ment of the University and to approve 
plans for extended facilities in reference 
to square feet needed and general design. 


Specifics as to allocation of space were 
not asked of the committee. The aca- 
demic Vice President felt that one func- 
tion of the committee should be to gather 
from the instructional faculty recom- 
mendations which would aid and abet 
the good students and would identify 
problems that needed to be settled. The 
members were instructed to discuss li- 
brary needs with their faculties and to 
bring this thinking to the committee. 

There was much to be considered: 
For how many years should we plan? 
Is air conditioning essential? Should we 
include audio-visual facilities? What new 
or improved services would be ‘desirable? 
The committee even considered the fun- 
damental question of whether or not the 
existing building was in the best location. 

The library representatives were asked 
to submit a statement of program which 
would give the committee the library’s 
thinking on what services should be 
rendered to how many students with 
how many books for how many years. 
Preparation of the statement of program 
is a tremendously important phase in 
building planning. It is here that the 
library has the opportunity to exercise 
its responsibility by informing the library 
building committee, and in turn the 
architect, how many square feet are re- 
quired to house the collection and to 
provide for planned services and normal 
growth for a specified number of years. 

The statement of program for Ten- 
nessee contained a request for 80,000 
square feet, a figure obtained by adding 
the space required, to house our present 
collection plus acquisitions at a projected 
rate for the next twenty years; the space 
required to seat 22 percent of UT’s pro- 
jected enrollment in the main library and 
branches; work space for staff; space for 
other features such as staff room, supply 
room, etc.; and then the addition of 10 
percent to this total to provide the re- 
quired corridors, lobbies, toilets, etc. The 
80,00 square foot figure was also used 
by the University Administration in re- 
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questing funds from the state legislature. 
Approximately $15.00 per square foot 
was used to estimate costs, resulting in 
a request for $1,200,000.00 


Included also in the statement was a 
request that there be sufficient funds 
for renovation of the existing structure 
and for air conditioning. 

The statement of program was pre- 
sented to the committee and then turned 
over to the University architect for con- 
version into a proposed structure. Upon 
presentation of the architect’s plan to the 
committee for comment and criticism, 
many valuable suggestions were forth- 
coming. There was considerable differ- 
ence of opinion on the desired degree of 
accessibility of the book collection, rang- 
ing from the closed stack situation, 
which has existed for many years, to 
total access for the entire student body. 
The committee was introduced to or re- 
minded of the college or undergraduate 
library plan which is gaining in popu- 
larity around the country. There was 
immediate favorable response, and this 
plan was unanimously accepted as a 
reasonable compromise. 

Our undergraduate library and its ad- 
joining lounge has an area of 14,880 
square feet (11,240 in Undergraduate 
Library alone) and a capacity of about 


40,000 volumes and 340 readers. Many 
of the books are shelved in conventional 


open stacks, but there are several alcoves 
-in which certain collections or classifi- 
cations can be brought nearer the reader. 
In our original planning, the reserve 
book section was to be a part of the 
undergraduate library, but we recon- 
sidered and left it in its present location 
because of a number of factors, the 
strongest of which was the feeling that 
the rush and bustle of the reserve book 
reader would have an adverse effect on 
the quiet, relaxed atmosphere which we 
wanted for the undergraduate library. 
Also, providing reserve book service in 
its original location affords general super- 
vision in a large area which might other- 
wise require a special attendant for this 
purpose. The reserve book room and the 
undergraduate library are connected by 
a very attractive reading-smoking lounge, 
so that this entire floor is devoted to 
serving the needs of- the undergraduate 


student. This does not mean that he is 
confined to this floor. It is hoped and 
expected that he will become acquainted 
with library materials, procedures, and 


policies in the undergraduate library and 
will then be better qualified to make full 
use of the reference and research collec- 
tions upstairs. 

Another new feature is the special 
collections room. Until now, Tennessee 
has had neither the facilities to care for 
the rare and expensive book or manu- 
script, nor the atmosphere conducive to 
use of and interest in such materials. The 
new and handsome special collections 
room, with its natural wood wall paneling 
and appropriate furnishings, should be 
very attractive to scholars and those who 
have a special interest in rare books and 
manuscripts, and may encourage the do- 
nation of old and valuable materials 
which can be protected, housed, and dis- 
played in this new facility. 

There are four floors in the new ad- 
dition. The undergraduate library is on 
the first or main floor with its entrance 
at the corner of the building nearest 
other campus traffic and activities. The 
other floors consist mainly of stacks. 

The second floor, just back of the cir- 
culation desk and stack entrance, has, as 
does the undergraduate library, a dropped 


ceiling with recessed fluorescent lighting 
panels 17 feet square, giving universal 


lighting and a very attractive and fin- 
ished appearance in these areas where 
there will be a large number of readers. 

The ground floor and the third floor 
are principally stacks with fewer facilities 
for readers. These areas have higher ex- 
posed ceilings, providing a 12! percent 
increase in total capacity on these floors 
by the addition of an eighth regular 
shelf. Certain companies are now adver- 
tising an attachment which makes pos- 
sible the use of the top of the range as 
an eighth shelf, but the ranges used in 
the UT library are actually 102 inches in 
height rather than the usual 90 inches. 
It will not be necessary to use the eighth 


shelf immediately, but it is available as 
a regular shelf or for semi-storage when 
needed. 

Tennessee is unusually fortunate in 
having the services of a full-time archi- 
tect. As mentioned earlier, he was a 
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member of the library planning commit- 
tee, so it was not necessary to report 
committee action or to discuss faculty 
thinking in order to give him vital back- 
ground information. The University also 
engaged the firm of Barber and Mc- 
Murry, the architects of the original 
building, to work with the University 
architect in drawing up plans and speci- 
fications. From the library point of view, 
no more fortunate arrangement could be 
desired. The necessity of our operating 
between the architect and the University 
administration was eliminated. When the 
University architect dealt with Barber 
and McMurry he represented the library 
and the administration simultaneously. 
It was also reassuring to know that the 
services of an expert were available to us. 
We exploited this knowledge to the 
fullest. As each area and its function 
were described, the architect put it on 
paper, and then we had an opportunity 
to comment, criticize, or approve. We 
were quite aware that there were no 
trained engineers, designers, or interior 
decorators on the library staff, and we 
were determined that the building would 
not reflect the whims, hobbies, or un- 
usual tastes of the various members of 
the library staff, so the design of the 
building, the choice of materials, floor 
covering, lighting fixtures, etc., and the 
selection of colors were left almost with- 
out exception to the judgment of the 
architect. 





This same policy held in dealings with 
the University purchasing department. 
The purchasing agent investigated the 
standing of suppliers of shelving and 
furniture and engaged the services of one 
shelving manufacturer and one furniture 
manufacturer to work with the library 
and the architect in drawing up plans 
and specifications. These were distributed 
to prospective bidders to determine 
whether the specifications were restrictive 
to the point of excluding bidders. Cer- 
tain revisions were made and specifica- 
tions were sent out for bids. The bids 
were opened in the office of the purchas- 
ing agent and the contracts were awarded 
by the purchasing agent. Here again, 
this phase of our building program was 
in the hands of the specialist and expert. 

Cooperation between library, architect, 
and contractor is of utmost importance 
in any building program, but especially 
in situations in which library services are 
affected. Early in the planning of our 
addition it became apparent that the 
relatively small area comprising the old 
stack-well was preventing the architect 
from designing the open, efficient, flex- 
ible, modern building which was desired. 
We decided to remove that section of the 
old building and join the addition at the 
existing floor levels in the main part of 
the old building. Since this part of the 
building contained 350,000 volumes, the 
cataloging department, the marking sec- 
tion, and the receiving room, such a move 
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required and received very careful plan- 
ning and timing. The architect designed 
the addition to be built in two stages. 
First, the ground floor was to be finished 
insofar as possible, weather proofed and 
made secure by a temporary wall, then 
equipped with shelves to receive the book 
collection, allowing the contractor to 
tear down the old stacks and proceed 
with Stage Two. 

All went well till we were called into 
a conference at which it was reported 
that the contractor was six weeks ahead 
of schedule and could not proceed until 
the stacks were vacated. It was also re- 
ported that the shelving was somewhat 
behind schedule. This meant that the 
progress of the building would be delayed 
by several months unless the book collec- 
tion and the departments involved were 
moved. There were some very helpful 
suggestions as to where cartons could be 
obtained and offers of space in which 
boxes of books could be stored, but this 
meant that service would have to be dis- 
continued during the summer quarter, 
a time when there is a high percentage 
of research students. It was decided to 
keep the collection in the main building, 
and to give service if at all possible. Boys 


were hired to supplement our regular 
paging staff, and the book collection was 
arranged in order in stacks 2 to 3 feet 
high on the floor in rooms and corridors, 
rest rooms and lobbies in parts of the new 
building which the contractor made 
available to us by cleaning and providing 
with temporary lighting. We also used 
one of our large reading rooms, stacking 
books on the floor and on tables, leaving 
only the charging desk and a few tables 
to be used by the students. Obviously, 
service was hampered somewhat, es- 
pecially near the end of the four and a 
half month period as the books got more 
and more out of order. However, most 
of the needs were met, and students and 
faculty were very patient and under- 
standing, realizing the difficulties under 
which we were working. 

The building is now complete and full 
services were offered at the opening of 
the fall quarter. We are quite proud of 
the new building and take great pleasure 
in showing it to our visitors. We are 
sincere in urging all Tennessee librarians 
who happen to be in our vicinity at any 
time to drop in to see our new addition. 
We promise you a personally conducted 
tour. 
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The Burrow Library, 
Southwestern at Memphis 


By ALBERT M. JoHNsoN, Librarian 


Southwestern at Memphis traces its be- 
ginnings to the year 1837 when Clarks- 
ville Academy was established in Clarks- 
ville, Tennessee. Actually, it has existed 
as a college since 1848 when the Masonic 
Lodge of Tennessee took over the prop- 
erty. Since 1855, the college has been 
affiliated with the Presbyterian: Church. 

Records of the library in the early 
years are almost nonexistent. It is a 
matter of record, however, that in 1848 
an evaluation of $1,000.00 was placed 
on the “small library and_ philosophical 
apparatus.” By 1890 there were 6,000 
volumes in the combined libraries of the 
college and the literary societies. 

When Southwestern was moved to 
Memphis in 1925, the library consisted of 
18,000 volumes exclusive of unbound 
pamphlets and periodicals. The collection 
was housed on the top floor of the Ad- 
ministration Building, and remained there 
until 1953 when the new library build- 
ing was completed. The Burrow Library, 
the gift of Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Burrow 
of Memphis, was dedicated in October, 
1953. Erected at a cost of approximately 
one million dollars, it combines the 
beauty of collegiate Gothic architecture 
with a completely functional plan. 
Credit for the successful planning which 


permits an efficient operation with a 
minimum of personnel, should be given to 
Miss Mary Marsh, Librarian, 1931-1953, 
and to Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, Director of 
the Joint Universities Library at Nash- 
ville, Consultant. The circulation area, 
periodical room, browsing room, office, 
work room, and card catalogue are all 
on the main level, with easy access from 
one area to another. Six stack levels are 
available with only four presently in ac- 
tive use. The 80,000 volumes which 
comprise the holdings of the library are 
comfortably housed, and room for future 
expansion to 200,000 volumes has been 
provided. 

The stacks are open to all students. 
Sixty-six individual study carrels are lo- 
cated on the first four stack levels. 
There are two large seminar rooms and 
eight smaller study rooms provided on 
the second floor for tutorial conferences, 
group study, and microfilm equipment. 
An automatic elevator serves all floors. 

On the ground floor are located a 
classroom which is provided with high- 
fidelity reproducing equipment, six listen- 
ing rooms for users of the collection of 
3,800 phonorecords, student lounges, and 
the large auditorium area which is at the 
present time being used by the Adult 
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Education Center, but will eventually 
provide the library with room for addi- 
tional expansion. On the second floor 
are beautifully appointed faculty and 
staff lounges, the rare book room, and the 
Jessie L. Clough Art Memorial for Teach- 
ing. 

The strength of the book collection 
lies not in the number of volumes, nor 
in special collections, but in the discrimi- 
nation which has characterized book pur- 
chases throughout the years. 

The aim of the college is to provide 
a liberal arts education of recognized ex- 


cellence, and in order to achieve this 
aim, the library has been consistently 
supported by the administration. The 
tutorial plan and honors courses which 
are offered to exceptional students have 
had a marked influence on the library, 
both in the acquisition of materials re- 
quired and in the steadily increasing use 
of its holdings. At the present time the 
college has an enrollment of 620 students 
with one faculty member for each ten 
students. The book circulation during 
the past year was just slightly under 
50,000 volumes. 


Recent Growth of the Library at 
Memphis State University 


By ELuison L. Brown, Librarian 


Within the last ten years the library 
of Memphis State University has had the 
problem of changing from the needs and 
demands of an undergraduate college of 
some two thousand students to the needs 
and demands of an enlarged curriculum 
which includes graduate courses on the 
Master’s degree level in several fields and 
an increased student body of some four 
thousand, eight hundred students. This 
problem was and still is something of 
a special project although we now con- 
sider it our normal operating procedure 
of growth. 

In 1951 the library building under- 
went some remodeling and a considerable 
addition was made of it. If any of you 
remember the old building, you would 
find the circulation area is now the li- 
brarian’s office and the reference room 
has become the circulation area with the 
stack entrance behind the desk, which 
was considerably enlarged. A balcony 
was put in behind the circulation desk 
for more book stacks. From the circu- 
lation area a gallery leads to the reference 
and periodical room which is a part of 
the new building. On the ground level 
under the Reference Room is the Reserve 
Book Reading Room and the Browsing 
Room. The Browsing Room has a collec- 
tion of books selected from all fields of 


the type found on the standard reading 
lists of “‘good” books for college students, 
that do not always fall within the lists of 
required reading for particular courses. 
Informal seating in comfortable chairs 
makes for the relaxed atmosphere of a 
club or living room. The room is adapt- 
able for small group meetings and lec- 
tures when the attendance is expected 
to be within 150 persons. Folding chairs 
are set up for seating. This room has 
been used considerably by off-the-campus 
groups from the city and has proved to 
be a good public relations project. The 
small gallery leading from the circulation 
area to the Reference Room was thought 
of in the beginning as a place for notices 
and reading lists, but it proved too large 
for that and so is used as an exhibition 
hall. A continuous exhibit of prints or 
paintings is maintained. The library staff 
in the beginning was responsible for the 
exhibits but they are now carried on 
with the help of the Art Department. 
The catalog of the college in 1947 
described the library as having 36,000 
volumes. There were three professional 
staff members. Since that time the 
growth of the library has increased with 
the accelerated pace of the institution as 
a whole. We now have seven professional 
librarians and two non-professional as- 
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sistants. Our holdings have increased to 
around 130,000 volumes. We have no 
spectacular acquisitions nor gems of the 
printing and publishing trades. We have 
been more concerned with building 
around the curriculum and filling in on 
the larger bibliographical items expected 
to be found in an institution of this size, 
which are considered basic for graduate 
study. Such items include Library of 
of Congress Catalogue of Books, British 
Museum Catalogue of Printed Books, 
Sabin’s Dictionary of Books Relating to 
America. 

We have added many items on micro- 
film and microprint. We subscribe to the 
series: American Periodicals of the 18th 
and 19th century and the microprint 
edition of all items listed in Evans’ 
American Bibliography of Books and 





Pamphlets Published in America, 1640- 
1850. We are gradually adding to our 
holdings of microfilmed newspapers and 
periodicals. We have five microfilm 
readers and two microprint readers. 

There is one other project that we are 
much pleased with as are the students 
and faculty concerned. The processing 
staff is re-working the literature sections 
of the Dewey Classification so that we 
have materials by and about an author 
together on the shelves. This is a con- 
siderable project as any librarian who has 
been involved with cataloging and classi- 
fication will recognize. 

Plans are now underway to add a 
Receiving Room and to finish equipping 
the earlier addition to the stack area with 
shelving. This will give us space for ac- 
quisitions for several years to come. 
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Reading and the College Student 


By Arna Bontemps, Librarian, Fisk University 


Address delivered to the College and Universities Section of TLA, May 7, 1959 


In the past few years we have heard 
a great deal about students who can’t 
read. Our whole nation seemed genuinely 
alarmed by the discovery of Johnny’s 
deficiency. Even earlier than that, how- 
ever, library literature had carried any 
number of reports, articles and summaries 
of studies aimed at the problem of poor 
reading by young people at almost every 
age level. I have not followed the results 
too closely, and I don’t know what 
progress if any has been measured. 
Frankly, I must confess to a somewhat 
limited interest in this problem. I am 
much more concerned about the student 
who can read but doesn’t. 

These are the young people for whom 
the phrase literate illiterates was coined. 
And their number is increasing frighten- 
ingly. More people, percentagewise, are 
going through college than ever before. 
Schools of every kind find their campuses 
crowded. Colleges complain loudly about 


the strains that follow this tide. They. 


have good cause. The crowding on uni- 
versity campuses is no longer a prediction 
of things to come, even though I know 
several professors who still argue that 
it will never happen. They can’t do 
this to us. The students are already 
here. I have just visited a dozen or so 
large high schools, and I can testify that 
still more are on the way. Lots more. 

The mills of Society like the mills of 
the Gods grind slowly, but they do grind. 
And Society does move to meet what 
it finds to be inevitable, my friends with 
their hands raised in protest to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. New buildings 
will no doubt be provided for the in- 
creased enrollment. Money will somehow 
be found to pay and probably to train 
additional professors. In the process some 
quality may be sacrificed to quantity, 
and a case can be made for this. But 
there are many who feel, and who find 
impressive support for their position, that 
leadership in a democracy should be a 


matter of quality first and quantity 
second. 

If this means anything to us, we are 
justified in being concerned about people 
who can read and don’t. While education 
is a term that means different things to 
different people, there are few of us who 
honestly believe it can be bought with 
four years of time and, say, a few 
thousand dollars in cash. Education is 
something that grows. It must be nur- 
tured day after day as the body is nur- 
tured. It gets its sustenance in many 
ways and places. Observation, conversa- 
tion, writing, listening, thinking, wor- 
shiping, working—these are things that 
help education to thrive. But its main 
nutriment is still reading, reading and 
more reading. 

An individual who reads may become 
enlightened and an enlightenment to his 
community without going to college. I 
regret to say that the opposite is also 
true. One may attend college four years 
without reading very much, without be- 
coming enlightened or an enlightenment. 
As another has said, “The person who 
reads wisely and widely becomes learned 
whether he goes to college or not. The 
person who does not read spends his 
mental life in a harbor without knowing 
there are high seas which are fun to 
travel. Of course, the ideal combination 
is college experience that evolves into a 
reading program.” 

But there is reason to be concerned 
when booksellers tell us that they do not 
sell as many books as they once did. Is . 
this trend a result of the increased costs 
of printing or of decreased interest in 
reading? Are more people substituting 
picture magazines for the serious reading 
they used to do? I don’t know the answer 
to this. Nor can I explain fully the new 
reading habits of college students. But 
I have made a few observations in the 
library in which I work. 

Just two-thirds as many books have 
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been circulated in the present school year 
as were circulated in the same period five 
years ago. Most of this decline can be 
traced to the Reserve Book statistics. 
These have been cut in half during the 
period. Since reserve book circulation 
represents specific assignments, the de- 
cline would seem to denote a change in 
teaching methods. Perhaps the instruc- 
tors are availing themselves more and 
more of inexpensive paperbacks and thus 
reducing the need for assignments in re- 
serve books. 

Less easy to explain, however, is the 
fact that members of the faculty are 
this year drawing no more than half as 
many books from the library as they drew 
five years ago. I do not find it strange 
that the general reading by college stu- 
dents, fiction and non-fiction alike, 
should decline somewhat when that done 
by their teachers is declining drastically. 

I am not aware of any study that goes 
into this question of the reading habits 
of faculty members, but I have been in- 
terested in the attempt by one librarian 
to put his finger on present day reading 
interests of some three or four hundred 
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college students generally comparable to 
those we serve. While nearly nine-tenths 
of the students questioned had enjoyed 
leisure time reading as children and could 
point to classic examples of children’s 
literature which had delighted and im- 
pressed them, less than a fifth of them 
could name outstanding contemporary 
books that had delighted or even inter- 
ested them. A very large number left 
entirely blank the question which asked 
them to list novels or books which they 
had “enjoyed most in the past five years.” 
When asked what they preferred during 
tense moments, a large number said that 
listening to music on records was their 
first choice. A slightly smaller number 
would rather talk with a friend. The 
number of those who preferred reflective 
thinking at these moments was the same 
as those who sought conversation with 
friends. But the really disheartening 
finding of this librarian was that con- 
siderably less than one-fifth of these col- 
lege students indicated a preference for 
reading at times of emotional strain. 

Of course, the discovery that most 
college students are not reading much 
material above their textbook and course 
requirements is not exactly new. Neither 
are suggestions for remedying the situa- 
tion. One of the most recent proposals 
I have noticed suggests a required read- 
ing program for all college and university 
students. It submits that a student might 
well know in advance of his matriculation 
at a given school what the required read- 
ing would involve. And he should know 
that he will be expected to read the books 
and pass an examination or discussion 
upon them before a degree can be con- 
ferred upon him. The list should be 
drawn from all branches of knowledge 
that affect the behavior or quality of 
human life. The student would be ex- 
pected to read the books on his own time: 
during vacation periods, the summer re- 
cess, while he is in school, or even after 
he has completed his credit requirements 
if he is pressed for time. But read them 
he must before he can become a bona 
fide graduate. 

I have not heard whether or not any- 
one has adopted the plan as suggested, 
but it is hard for me to conceive of li- 
brarians continuing to be indifferent to 
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the basic problem. A few years ago I was 
invited to speak at a college which had 
just occupied an impressive new library 
building. It was not located in Tennessee, 
I hasten to add. I was told and the stu- 
dents were told that I had been asked 
because of my association with books 
both as writer and librarian. On the face 
of it, I couldn’t quarrel with this at that 
point, and everything went along 
smoothly until the time came for a tour 
of the building. We stood for several 
moments in the impressive catalog lobby 
admiring the high ceiling, the walls, the 
busts on their pedestals, and were about 
to move on when I asked if I might take 
a moment to look at the card catalog 
itself. I was headed straight for the 
“B’s,” as you might expect, when my 
hosts stepped in front of me abruptly. 
There was something they had to explain. 


There were no cards in the catalog yet. 
Indeed, there were no books in the library. 
The legislature of the state which gave 
the college this beautiful new library 
building had somehow forgotten or ne- 
glected to appropriate money for books. 
It was embarrassing and most incon- 
venient to the librarians, but it had not 
kept them from going ahead with the 
opening ceremonies, including remarks by 
visiting speakers. 


I thought at the time that this was the 
kind of situation that might have in- 
trigued the novelist Kafka. In retrospect 
it is disturbing to me for other reasons. 
For what will it profit our students, our 
colleges, our universities, if we get both 
buildings and books, plus all manner of 
electronic aids, and lose the habit of 
reading? 
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National Library Week, 1959 


By KaTHERYN C. CULBERTSON, Executive Director 


“More people came into the library 
during NLW than at any other time in 
the history of the library.” 


“Organizations volunteered to sponsor 
NLW this year which had never expressed 
an interest in the library before.” 


These are just two of the many favor- 
able comments received from local NLW 
Chairmen in reporting on activities of 
National Library Week, 1959. Each re- 
port was filled with stories of open 
houses, book teas, coffees, benefit bridge 
parties, exhibits in bookstores. During 
this National Library Week more than 
twenty-four organizations took part in 
planning and executing activities. 


NLW prepared materials such as book- 


marks, posters, streamers and counter 
cards. In many localities, art leagues and 
local artists gave of their time and talents 
to make flyers, table mats, posters, book- 
marks and other materials to stress the 
importance of reading. Local Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, Jaycees and others distributed 
NLW promotion materials. 


There is evidence of closer cooperation 
among the various types of libraries this 
year as over 300 schools, working with 
local committees held in-school and com- 
munity activities. Posters made by local 
school children were exhibited in public 
libraries and on bookmobiles. Bookmo- 
biles visited schools in many areas and 
were on exhibit at public libraries. Col- 
lege and university libraries, as well as 
special libraries, held open house, invit- 
ing the “younger set” to visit. The 
response to National Library Week, 1959, 
seems to have been much greater since 
many were aware of the activity from 
last year. Cooperation from radio, news- 
papers and television stations was ex- 
cellent and many of the media used 
materials as received directly from NLW 
headquarters as well as local items. 


The Tennessee Citizen Chairman, Mrs. 
Robert Chapman of Knoxville, and the 


Executive Director wish to take this op- 
portunity to thank every person in the 
state who gave of time and talents to 
make National Library Week the success 
it was. Without the full cooperation of 
business and industry, laymen and _ li- 
brarians the achievements, could not have 
been so outstanding. 


It would be difficult to mention all 
the areas with unusual activities; how- 
ever, the National Headquarters NLW 
report is now available and copies are 
available from the New York office. 
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Announcing NLW, 1960 


By ExizaBetH Coxe, Executive Director 


Although the purpose of National Li- 
brary Week, a citizens’ movement, is to 
encourage lifetime reading habits and the 
use and support of libraries of all kinds 
by everyone, this cannot be achieved 
without the full and whole-hearted sup- 
port of every living librarian. The 
goal is “a better-read, better-informed 
America.” 

There will surely be “a better-read, 
better-informed Tennessee” if every 
member of the Tennessee Library As- 
sociation will start to work at once with 
the citizens that are already interested 
and work toward the real focal point of 
National Library Week, April 3-9, 1960, 
through long-range, year-round planning. 

The emphasis in 1960 will be teen-age 


Progress Report 


By JouHN F. 


The TLA Sub-Committee on the Pub- 
lic Library Services Study has just com- 
pleted its second meeting in Nashville, 
and presented its second statement at a 
Legislative Council hearing. This Sub- 
Committee of TLA’s Legislative Commit- 
tee is responsible for speaking on behalf 
of TLA to the State Legislative Council 
in its study of the public library program 
in Tennessee, authorized by the last ses- 
sion of the Legislature. 

The TLA Committee’s first meeting in 
Nashville on June 9 was to discuss the 
proposed schedule of the study with Mr. 
Thomas A. Johnson, Executive Director 
of the Legislative Council, and Mrs. 
JoAnn Bennett, Research Librarian. The 
TLA Committee laid plans for its par- 
ticipation in the study, and drafted the 
TLA statement that was presented at the 
first hearing of the Legislative Council 
on June 25. This statement, printed in 
the July issue of the Tennessee Librarian, 
was presented by Miss Ruth Ringo, Presi- 


reading. Is there any group that America 
is more concerned about? Will you make 
an effort to introduce young people into 
the world of adult reading? 

William I. Nichols, Chairman, 1960 
Steering Committee, said, “Our objectives 
go far beyond any project for the mak- 
ing, or selling, or lending of books. In 
effect, what we offer is an expanding 
opportunity for the nation’s libraries to 
unite with all other interested elements 
of the community to stress those endur- 
ing values of goodness, beauty, wisdom 
and understanding which are so essential 
to the survival and growth of a free 
civilization. No one could ask a greater 


privilege than to share in a program like 
this.” 


on PLS Study 


ANDERSON 


dent of TLA. Miss Mary Bates, who 
serves as a liaison between the TLA Com- 
mittee and the State Library, also pre- 
sented a statement on behalf of the Ten- 
nessee Library and Archives. 

The Committee has obtained copies of 
similar surveys in other states, and has 
studied these documents for their rela- 
tionship to the Tennessee situation. A 
questionnaire was mailed to the regional 
and metropolitan librarians on needs in 
the total public library program. A 95% 
reply made the analysis of this question- 
naire the basis for discussion in the open 
meeting of the Sub-Committee in Nash- 
ville on October 1. This meeting was 
attended by regional librarians, metro- 
politan and city librarians in Tennessee. 
Results of the two and a half hour dis- 
cussion on public library problems were 
summarized at an evening program of the 
Trustees’ Institute Workshop. 

Major conclusions were that a set of 
goals for good public library service be 
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formulated for Tennessee; that'a strong 
state-wide coordinated reference and in- 
terlibrary loan system be established 
through the use of the present metro- 
politan library reference collections; that 
the State Library staff be expanded to 
include consultants in work with adults, 
young people, and children; that the 
state contribute to the support and estab- 
lishment of film circuits; that some form 
of incentive state aid be established; and 
that the library laws be changed in ac- 
cordance with the desired total public 
library program. 

Eleven members of TLA testified be- 
fore the Legislative Council Sub- 
Committee on the Public Library Services 
Study on October 2. Five trustees pre- 
sented statements. The Chairman of the 
TLA Sub-Committee spoke on behalf of 
TLA, and expanded upon the original 
TLA statement presented on June 25. 
Statements were also made by Miss Eliza- 
beth Edwards, Director, Chattanooga 





Public Library; Mr. C. Lamar Wallis, 
Director, Memphis Public Library; Miss 
Helen Harris, retired Director, Knoxville 
Public Library; Mr. Reid A. Hoey, Li- 
brarian, Oak Ridge Public Library; and 
Miss Frances Smith, Librarian, Jackson 
Free Library. 

The TLA Committee is now working 
upon a re-drafting of State Library laws. 
The committee is anxious to receive any 
advice from TLA members about needed 
changes in the laws, or direction as to 
needs in the state-wide public library pro- 
gram. Communications may be made 
with any of the following committee 
members: Miss Frances Smith, Librarian, 
Jackson Free Library; Mrs. Helen Kit- 
trell, Librarian, Clinch-Powell Regional 
Library; Mr. Douglas Ferguson, Trustee, 
Nolichucky Region; Mr. James J. La 
Penna, former Trustee, Nashville Public 
Library; and Mr. John F. Anderson, Di- 
rector, Knoxville Public Library, Chair- 
man, 


In any industry there is usually one member who stands 


out from the others or is a leader. 
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Tennessee Library Association 


Treasurers Report 


1958 — 1959 
Brought forward July, 1958 $1858.62 
Receipts 
Dues 1318.00 
Subscriptions 30.00 
§ Advertising, Tennessee Librarian 460.00 
| Convention 
Registration 361.00 
Trustees and Friends of Libraries Luncheon 202.50 
Speakers’ Dinner 17.10 
Exhibitors 575.00* 


Expenditures, July 1, 1958—June 15, 1959 
Tennessee Librarian 


Printing 1299.38 
National Library Week 95.64 
Executive Board 34.85 
President 84.67 
Treasurer 77.97 
ALA Council Representative 50.00 
Congressmen’s Luncheon, ALA, Washington 44.00 
Membership Committee 36.00 
Recruitment Committee 5.00 
Legislative Committee 136.11 
Library Resources Committee 41.26 
Sections: ; 

College and University Libraries 4.98 

Public Libraries 79.76 

Trustees and Friends of Libraries 61.76 
Scholarship ; 500.00 
Convention 

Badges 36.51 

Speakers—General Sessions 358.16 

Programs 32.70 

Hermitage Hotel 

Exhibits Area 478.95 

Reception 83.88 

Trustees and Friends Luncheon 244.37 

Speakers’ Dinner 28.18 

Miscellaneous 14.54 
Balance 


TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND BALANCE 


*Incomplete $144.00 outstanding, not included in this figure. 


enn Gaon 


$4822.22 


$3828.67 
993.55 
$4822.22 








Tennessee Library Association 


Budget 1959-1960 
NON-CONFERENCE YEAR 


Estimated Income 


Membership (1960) 600.00 $1200.00 
Advertisements in Tennessee Librarian (4 issues) 440.00 
1640.00 
Balance, August 6, 1959 1054.00 
Total $2694.00 
Estimated Expenses 
Tennessee Librarian 1400.00 
Scholarship 500.00 
Treasurer: Stamps, Stationery, etc. 75.00 
President 100.00 
Executive Board 100.00 
Legislative Committee and Sub-Committee on 
Public Library Services Study 200.00 
Membership 50.00 
Recruitment 25.00 
Intellectual Freedom 10.00 
Archivist 15.00 
Sections—5 at $10.00 50.00 
ALA Councilor 100.00 
National Library Week 100.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES $2725.00 


Published by direction of By-Laws, Article VI. 


Announcement from 


Children’s Services Division, ALA 


The year of 1959 has been a fruitful 
one for the Melcher Scholarship Fund. 
Through some of the recent exciting 
gifts made to it the sum invested in the 
Fund now totals $25,500.00. Members 
of the committee together with their 
colleagues in the Children’s Services Di- 
vision are grateful to those who helped 
it reach this status. These gifts included 
a personal check of $1,000.00 from 
Franklin and Helen Hoke Watts on the 
happy occasion of their 100th First Book 
Anniversary “as a token of appreciation 
for the devoted work of Children’s Li- 
brarians and the long and continued 
leadership and dedicated friendship of 
Frederic G. Melcher.” The tiny, treasured 
Newbery-Caldecott Keepsake volume 
contributed by Thomas Y. Crowell Com- 
pany and Houghton Mifflin Company 


and prepared by the award winners, 
Elizabeth Speare and Barbara Cooney 
when auctioned one at each of the 
Newbery-Caldecott Banquet tables 
brought over $1,200.00 to the Fund. 


Contributions to the Fund will con- 
tinue to be welcomed with checks made 
payable to the Melcher Scholarship Fund 
and sent to the CSD Office, 50 E. 
Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. There 
is still a job to be done to reach an 
amount sufficient to guarantee an an- 
nual income of $1,000.00 a year for the 
scholarship. At present it is $750.00. 


Information about the 1960 Melcher 
Scholarship can be obtained from Mrs. 
Ruth Hill Viguers, Chairman, 110 Cliff 
Road, Wellesley Hills 81, Massachusetts. 
Application deadline is April 1, 1960. 
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NEWSNOTES 
College and University Libraries News 


New additions to the staff of Bryan 
College Library are Mrs. Maude Miller 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Warwick. Mrs. Re- 


becca Van Meeveren is the librarian. 


Fisk University Library has welcomed 
back to its staff as Reference Librarian, 
Mrs. Izetta Cooper. She returns after an 
absence of one year. Mrs. Joan B. Wil- 
liams is the new cataloger. 


The shelves of Freed Hardeman College 
Library are overflowing because of an 
unusually large number of acquisitions 
during the 1959 school year. Plans for 
an addition to handle current holdings 
are underway. The most pressing need 
is adequate facilities for the growing 
audio-visual section, from which film- 
strips and records are loaned to the fac- 
ulty and students. Miss Margaret Rainey, 
Librarian, has a staff of twelve assistants 
and a secretary. Mrs. Frank Van Dyke, 
Assistant Librarian, supervises the circu- 
lation department. Miss Rainey is assist- 
ing with the library orientation program 
in connection with Freshman English, 
and also sponsors the Library Club which 
is headed this year by Joy Simon, a sopho- 
more. 


This fall the King College Library 
lost to the Bristol Public Library one of 
its most beloved and efficient librarians, 


Mrs. Earl Coalson. 


The staff at King College Library now 
consists of Major Felie W. Clark, Li- 
brarian, and Mrs. James E. Morelock, 
Cataloger. With the help of a full-time 
secretary and fourteen student assistants, 
the work has gotten off to a good start. 
Thev hope to break ground for a new 
building by next year. There is little 
space on the library shelves now for new 
acquisitions and space is badly needed. 


Knoxville College Library is busy try- 
ing to serve the largest enrollment ever 
and pondering methods of presenting 
their needs for assistance to some Foun- 
dation. 


Lambuth College has grown from a 


one building institution to a plant of 
nine buildings set on a large campus; 
from seventy-five students to six hun- 
dred; and the library has kept pace with 
this expansion. Construction on a new 
library building is scheduled to begin 
next year. At present the library is 
housed in the north wing of the Ad- 
ministration Building. 


Mrs J. P. Sloan of Jamestown, Ten- 
nessee. ioined the librarv staff of Mary- 
ville Co'lege on September 1, as periodi- 
cals and reserve librarian. Mrs. Sloan, 
an alumnae of Maryville College, has 
been a teacher of English at the York 
Institute in Jamestown for several years. 

The college library welcomed incoming 
freshmen and transfer students on Sep- 
tember 3. Four enthusiastic student as- 
sistants helped conduct library tours for 
all freshmen and transfer students 
throughout the day. 

An innovation in the circulation sys- 
tem during the summer, or rather the 
return to a very familiar charging system 
used by many libraries, has received the 
hearty apnroval of both students and 
faculty. For nine years th2 library used 
the Tab charging system. It has now 
changed over to typed book cards and 
pockets. The librarians and students are 
delighted with this legible and accurate 


record of books loaned. 
Memphis State University Library is 


beginning the busiest year of its existence. 
The college enrollment is now over forty- 
eizht hundred, and the freshman class the 
largest in history. The staff began its 
school year refreshed after vacations in 
various parts of the country. Mr. Brown 
went to San Francisco, Mrs. Aycock to 
Massachusetts, Miss Bratcher to Ohio, 
Mrs. Commons to Georgia, Mr. Johnson 
to Mexico, Miss McCain to New York 
and Mrs. Yost to Canada. 

Peabody Library School began its 
thirty-first year as the only nationally 
accredited library school in Tennessee, 
with an enrollment of seventy students 


att Pas 








(seventeen men and fifty-three women). 
These students represent twelve states 
and seven foreign countries. The stu- 
dents from abroad represent thirty per- 
cent of the current enrollment in the 
Library School. The countries repre- 
sented are Indonesia, Korea, Philippines, 
Republic of China, Iran, Paraguay and 
Hong Kong. 


Miss Beverly Bennett, a 1959 graduate 
of Lambuth College, is the current holder 
of the Tennessee Library Association 
Scholarship. In addition there are fifteen 
other holders of scholarships, fellowships 
and grants-in-aid. Miss Mary Jane Rush, 
a 1959 Peabody College graduate, was 
awarded the H. W. Wilson Scholarship. 


Dr. William A. FitzGerald, Director of 
Peabody Library School, who returned 
last year from a two year library advisory 
tour in Free China, reports that Profes- 
sor Frances Neel Cheney is on leave of 
absence from August 14, 1959 till Janu- 
ary 4, 1960. During her sabbatical she 
will divide her energies between a trip to 
Ireland and England, and directing and 
guiding ten outstanding Japanese refer- 
ence librarians who will visit key ref- 
erence areas during the fall months. 
During Mrs. Cheney’s absence from the 
campus Miss Mate Graye Hunt of Michi- 
gan State University is visiting professor. 
Professor Stan Rescoe will continue his 
regular courses in technical processes and 
introductory bibliography. 


During the past year Peabody Library 
School quarters, previously air-condi- 
tioned, were completely redecorated. 
New lighting, asphalt tile flooring, 
venetian blinds and additional shelving 
were added, as well as new typewriters 
for the students. 


Enrollment during the summer quarter 
comprised two hundred students. They 
presented to the school as a class gift, 
five large electric clocks for installation 
in five of their class and study rooms. 


The eighty students who received the 
M.A. (L.S.) degree at the June or Au- 
gust convocation, were for the most part 
appointed to new positions prior to their 
graduation. 


The Mid-South Regional Conference 
of the Catholic Library Association will 





hold its annual meeting at the Peabody 
Library School on Saturday, November 
28, 1959. Delegates from Kentucky, 
Tennessee, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida (north- 
ern), Mississippi, Arkansas and Louisiana 
(northern) will attend. All interested 
librarians are welcome. 


Mrs. Ann W. Boatner, formerly of 
the Burrow Library staff, but more re- 
cently a member of the staff at Kennedy 
VA Hospital Library, returned to South- 
western College in June of 1959 as Ref- 
erence Librarian. 


Several changes in positions have oc- 
curred on the University of Tennessee 
Library staff in Knoxville. G. M. Abel, 
formerly Head of Circulation, now assists 
with the over-all operation of the li- 
braries, and has the title of Administra- 
tive Assistant. John H. Dobson, formerly 
in the Processing Department, is now 
Special Collections Librarian. Katherine 
L. Montague is Librarian of the Under- 
graduate Library, and her assistant is Mrs. 
Alice Flenniken Geiger. Alice J. Masters, 
formerly Assistant Order Librarian, is 
now Education Librarian. Dorothy E. 
Ryan, for the past year on leave from 
the position of Education Librarian to 
teach during the regular school year at 
Indiana University and in the summer 
at the University of Southern California 
School of Library Science, is now As- 
sociate Professor and Acting Head of the 
Department of Library Service, College 
of Education, University of Tennessee. 
Katherine S. Diehl, on leave from the 
Department of Library Service, is teach- 
ing at the University of Dacca, East 
Pakistan. 


A new addition to the Main Library of 
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville 
has just been completed. The addition 
has 70,000 square feet, is air-conditioned, 
and is of the new modular concept, with 
book-and-reader areas instead of separate 
reading rooms and separate stacks. The 
principal new services which will be of- 
fered in the new addition for the first 
time at Tennessee are (1) an under- 
graduate library of about 45,000 volumes 
and 350 readers, together with its ad- 
jacent lounge; (2) a special collections 
room to take better care of manuscripts, 
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rare books, and such materials. 


Miss Emily H. McCurdy, who served 
for forty-two years as librarian of the 
Mooney Memorial Library of the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee Medical Units was 
honored Monday, September 14, 1959, 
with a luncheon at the University Center. 
Miss McCurdy, who is retiring, was pre- 
sented with a tea cart. An enlarged 
photograph of her was presented to the 
University and will be placed in the li- 
brary. Miss M. Irene Jones, former as- 
sociate librarian, will succeed Miss Mc- 
Curdy as Librarian. 


Miss Carline Fuqua has recently been 
appointed Reference Librarian at the 
University of Tennessee Martin Branch. 
She replaces Mr. Leslie M. Gower who has 
gone to Northwestern State College of 
Louisiana in Natchitoches, Louisiana. 


The University of Chattanooga Li- 
brary was honored in June, 1959, when 
the honorary degree, Doctor of Litera- 
ture, was conferred upon Gilbert E. 
Govan, Librarian, by Tennessee Wesleyan 
College. 

In July, Dr. LeRoy A. Martin, an 
alumnus and former President of Ten- 
nessee Wesleyan College, became the new 
President of the University of Chatta- 
nooga. 


Dr. Gilbert E. Govan, Librarian, and’ 


Dr. James Livingood, Dean of the Col- 
lege of Arts and Sciences, are co- 
chairmen of a committee planning a 
Civil War Symposium for October 23-24. 
This will bring to the campus as partici- 
pants, eight of the nation’s foremost 


writers. Among them are Robert S. 
Henry and Bruce Catton. 


The new assistant librarian at Vander- 
bilt University School of Medicine Li- 
brary Division is Miss Dorothy A. 
Thompson. The cataloger is Mrs. Kate 
DePierri. A new member on the staff 
of Lemoyne College Library is Mrs. 
Dorothy Brewster. Mrs. Michael Soule 
Briggs, (M.S., University of Southern 
California) has joined the Austin Peay 
State College library staff as assistant li- 
brarian in charge of Reference and Cir- 
culation. Before moving to Tennessee 
she was Librarian of the Braille Institute, 
Los Angeles, and has been on the staff 
of the Los Angeles County Library. 


Miss Marion Byrd of Johnson City, 
joined the staff of Middle Tennessee 
State College Library as periodical li- 
brarian the fall quarter of 1959. Miss 
Byrd received her M.A. degree with a 
major in library science during the past 
summer at Peabody College. Before 
entering Peabody Library School to work 
on her degree, Miss Byrd served as as- 
sistant periodical librarian at East Ten- 
nessee State College in Johnson City. 


To correct a mistake in a previous 
issue we are listing the current officers 
of the College and University Libraries 
Section: Chairman, Dr. J. Isaac Cope- 
land, Librarian, George Peabody College 
Library; Vice Chairman, Mrs. Mabel K. 
Ward, Assistant Librarian, Union Uni- 
versity; Secretary-Reporter, Mrs. Frank- 
lin Yost, Assistant Librarian, Memphis 
State University. 


School Libraries News 


Several school librarians served as in- 
structors in the various library training 
agencies during the past summer. Among 
them were Miss Lillian Stair, who taught 
at East Tennessee State College; Mrs. 
Chlora Dunn and Miss Colleen Bennett, 
who taught at the University of Ten- 
nessee; Mrs. Wilma Folwell, who taught 
at George Pepperdine College in Los 
Angeles; Miss Anna Cebrat, who taught 
at New York State College for Teachers 
in Albany; and Miss Louise Meredith and 


Mrs. Willodene Stewart, who taught at 
Peabody Library School. : 

Nashville City School Librarians had 
as participants in their recent in-service 
training program on the theme of “World 
Understanding,” Dr. Felix Robb of Pea- 
body College and Mrs. Eleanor Burt of 
the State Library, speaking from the 
point of view of the teacher and the li- 
brarian, respectively. Miss Emma Hayes 
Wade, from Eakin School, gave a 
demonstration of her methods of working 








with puppets to help create world under- 
standing. Several of her children pre- 
sented two plays, one in French to the 
delight of her audience. Mrs. Gloria 
Webster, from Murrill School, showed 
methods of making puppets from bal- 
loons. 


Mrs. John Bowers, Library Supervisor, 
Athens City Schools, attended the TEA 
Leadership Conference in Murfreesboro 
and the ALA meeting in Washington. 
She is teaching conversational French in 
the afternoons after school. Other school 
librarians who attended the ALA meet- 
ing are Miss Anna Cebrat, Oak Ridge 
High School, Mrs. Mildred Algee, De- 
partment of Library Service, Memphis 
State University, Miss Eugenia Mauldin, 
Department of Library Service, Univer- 
sity of Tennessee, Miss Lorene Jacobs, 
Bellevue Junior High School, Memphis, 
and Miss Agnes Scharer, Rule High 
School, Knoxville. 


New buildings and library facilities in 
the Hamilton County Schools are to be 
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be found at DuPont, Lakeside, Oolte- 
wah, Booker T. Washington, and White 
Oak elementary schools. The Hamilton 
County high school librarians are almost 
ready to complete their new “Handbook 
for High School Librarians.” Miss 


Margie Baumgardner has transferred from 


Lamar School, Jonesboro, to East Ridge 
High School, Hamilton County. Miss 
Delores Graves, Chattanooga, was mar- 
ried to Mr. D. A. Clark in August. She 
transferred from East Chattanooga Ele- 
mentary School to become librarian at 
Hixson High School, Hamilton County. 
Mrs. Mary Stuart Smith has been as- 
signed as librarian to the new Signal 
Mountain Junior High School. 


Miss Gertrude Reed, Central High 
School, Fayetteville, chaperoned the senior 
trip to Washington and worked in the 
public library the first part of the sum- 
mer. On August 7, she was married to 
Mr. J. Clyde Lindsay, retired U. S. 
Deputy Marshal. 


In the Knoxville area, additions to 
Beardsley and Vine Junior High Schools ~ 
include enlarged and completely reno- 
vated libraries with workrooms, confer- 
ence rooms, and new furniture. Several 
Knoxville librarians spent much of the 
summer traveling. Miss Fae Marney and 
Miss Frances Wilks, Knoxville City 
Schools, attended the Southern States 
Work Conference at Daytona Beach in 
Tune, and visited in Chapel Hill, Dur- 
ham, Raleigh. Mvrtle Beach and Lake 
Junaluska. Mr. Allen Farris traveled to 
Canada, Mrs. Helen Grant to Nova 
Scotia, Mrs. Camille Williams to Chi- 
cago, and Mrs. Pat Hunter to Chicago 
and the midwest. Another traveler was 
Mrs. Nina B. Srygley, Red Boiling 
Springs, who spent a great part of the 
summer visiting in Texas, Los Angeles, 
Mexico, and Washington, D. C. She re- 
ports that the entire school at Red Boiling 
Springs is selling Christmas cards to sup- 
plement the library budget. 


The White County High School, 
Sparta, enlarged its quarters this past 
summer. Mr. James Russell Hale is the 
librarian. Mrs. Anne Marie Folsom is the 


new librarian at White Station Junior 
High, Memphis. 
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TEA Library Section Meetings 


Interesting programs have been 
planned for the regional meetings of 
school librarians this: fall. Mrs. Virginia 
Ingram, Chairman Library Section, 
WTEA, announces that Mrs. Estelle 
Friedman, Nashville children’s author, 
will be the luncheon speaker. Mrs. Fried- 
man is the author of “Digging into 
Yesterday” and will have another book 
off the press at an early date. The 
luncheon will be in Parlor A, King 
Cotton Hotel in Memphis, October 9. 


Miss Margaret Cate, author of ‘““With- 
out a Sword,” will be the speaker at the 
Library Section luncheon of MTEA, ac- 
cording to the Chairman, Mrs. Stanley 
Yusk. Miss Cate has made a study of 
Tennessee history and speaks in an in- 
teresting manner on this subject. The 
meeting will be held in the Ballroom of 
the Noel Hotel on October 23. 


Mrs. Montice Howard, Chairman Li- 
brary Section, ETEA, announces that 
Mr. Harnett Kane will be the luncheon 
speaker in the Colonial Ballroom, Farra- 
gut Hotel, Knoxville, on October 30. 


Mr. Kane is the well-known author of 
“Bride of Fortune,” “The Lady of Ar- 
lington” and many other important 
books. He is an interesting speaker and 
the group will not want to miss this 
opportunity to hear him. 


The morning meeting will be a joint 
session with the Audio-Visual group at 
8:30 a.m. in the Ferris Auditorium, U.T., 
on October 30. Dr. Maurice B. Mitchell, 
President of Encyclopedia Britannica 
Films, Inc., will speak to the group. Dr. 
Mitchell is a very dynamic speaker and 
it is hoped a large group will be in at- 
tendance to hear this outstanding leader 
in the communications field. 


The Middle Tennessee Audio-Visual 
Section will meet at Watkins Institute, 
Room 213, with Dr. Bealer Smotherman 
presiding. A panel from the State De- 
partment of Education, composed of 
Mr. R. Lee Thomas, Mr. E. B. Eller and 
Mr. Donald Wood will discuss “Expedit- 
ing Title III Applications, National De- 
fense Education Act.” 
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Library Trustees and Friends News 


The Tennessee Library Trustees Insti- 
tute was held October 1-2, 1959, at the 
Holiday Inn, Nashville, Tennessee. Dean 
Jack Howard, Chairman, Trustees and 
Friends Section of TLA, presided. The 
Thursday afternoon session was a panel 
discussion on “Responsibilities of Trus- 
tees” with Mr. Douglas Ferguson as 
moderator. The evening session dealt 
with the Legislative Council’s Public 
Library Services Study and was the main 
objective of meeting. Speaker James L. 
Bomar, Senator Ben Cash, Mr. Tom 
Johnson, Mr. John Anderson, Miss Mary 
Nelson Bates, and Mrs. JoAnn Bennett 


each gave a different view of the study. 
Mrs. Bennett asked the whole-hearted 
support of the librarians and trustees in 
completing the forms that her committee 
has sent to each of us. Friday morning, 
Mrs. Robert Chapman gave a talk on 
“Publicity That Gives Results.” This 
was followed by a “Brainstorming Ses- 
sion” under the direction of Miss Mary 
Eleanor Wright. The delegates all agreed 
that it was a plan worth trying again. 
There were approximately 125 delegates 
present according to the roster. We were 
pleased to have so many librarians with 
us for this meeting. 


Public Libraries News 


Dr. Robert S. Alvarez, Librarian of 
the Nashville Public Library since 1946, 
has resigned effective October 31, to 
return to his native state of California 
to become Director of the Berkeley Pub- 
lic Library. Dr. Alvarez was president 
of the Tennessee Library Association 
1951-52. 

The Knoxville Public Library has or- 
ganized two new first year Great Books 
Groups to meet in two different parts 
of the city. A second year group is 
meeting at Lawson McGhee Library. The 
group has doubled in number since its 
organization by the library a year ago. 
There is also a fifth year Great Books 
Group meeting in Knoxville. 

Miss Ella Mae Thompson, Librarian of 
the Burlington Branch, leaves the Knox- 
ville Public Library System November 1 
to become Head of Circulation for the 
Arkansas State College Library in Jones- 
boro, Arkansas. Mrs. Willie Mae Barnett, 
Librarian of the Broadway Branch, will 
succeed Miss Thompson at the Burlington 
Branch. Mrs. Robert Howes, Assistant 
at Broadway Branch, will become Branch 
Librarian. 

Two new members were appointed to 
the Knoxville Public Library Board of 
Trustees in July to serve three-year 
terms. Mrs. Julia Bennett Armistead re- 


placed Mrs. Edward A. Schettler, Vice 
President of the Board. Mr. Thomas 
McConnell was appointed to replace Mr. 
Edward S. Albers, Jr. Mr. Blaine J. 
Farmer, President of the Board, was re- 
appointed for a three-year term. The 
new Vice President is Mr. J. T. Mengel. 


“STORY HOUR IS FUN!” 


So say the 4,785 children who found 
time to attend Summer Story Hours at 
the Memphis Public Library and _ its 
branches. Puppet shows were very popu- 
lar. Oliver the Dragon was a favorite 
puppet at Main Library, and Jack and 
the Bean Stalk, given at Highland 
Branch, drew the record attendance of 
300. A guest puppeteer, Paul Grow- 
meyer, student at Kingsbury High 
School, set an attendance record of 230 
at Randolph Branch with The Wonderful 
Tar Baby. 

Three County Libraries, Whitehaven, 
Raleigh-Bartlett, and Colliersville, ad- 
ministered by the Memphis Public Li- 
brary, also had a summer story hour pro- 
gram with a total attendance of 1,290. 

Add to this 65,521 children who at- 
tended the School Station Story Hours 
during the school year 1958-59, and it 
makes a phenomenal record of children 
who know the pleasure of story hour. 
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The opening of new school station li- 
braries at Bethel Grove, Georgian Hills, 
Jackson and Treadwell Schools brings 
the total number of school station li- 
braries operated in the Memphis city ele- 
mentary schools by the Memphis Public 
Library system to thirty-seven (37). 
The other City elementary schools who 
do not have one of these central libraries, 
and private and parochial schools receive 
books from the Schools Department 
through Classroom Collection Service. 


SELA 


The Southeastern Library Association’s 
Nineteenth Biennial Conference has been 
set for October 13-15, 1960, and will 
be held in Asheville, North Carolina. 
Meetings will be held at the Asheville 
Auditorium, the George Vanderbilt and 
Battery Park Hotels, with no _head- 
quarters hotel designated. This was an- 
nounced by Miss Lucile Nix, president of 
SELA, at a Workshop Conference held 
in Atlanta on March 6 and 7. 


The workshop, the second in the his- 
tory of Southeastern, was held to con- 
form with a recommendation made by 
the Activities Committee to hold such a 
meeting in off-conference years. The 
first workshop was held in February of 
1958 and was so successful that it was 
decided that it be continued. 


Attending the two-day sessions, held at 
the Piedmont Hotel, were officers, mem- 
bers of the Executive Board, chairmen 
of Sections, chairmen of Committees, 
and a number of committee members. 


‘ Attending from Tennessee were Mrs. 


Frances Neel Cheney, vice president and 
chairman College and University Section; 
Miss Mary Nelson Bates, State Library 
and Archives, member Library Develop- 
ment Committee; Mr. Lamar Wallis, 
Memphis Public Library, chairman Legis- 
lation Committee; and Mrs. Averil 
Randall, Memphis Public Library, chair- 
man School and Childrens Librarians 
Section. 


There were two main items of business 
to be discussed at the workshop: (1) 


Mrs. Averil Randall, Director of Chil- 
dren’s Services, Memphis Public Library, 
was honored by Mrs. Christine Govan, 
Chattanooga authoress, in the dedication 
of Mrs. Govan’s latest book, The Year 
the River Froze, published recently by 
World Publishing Company. The dedi- 
cation reads: 


“To Averil Randall of Memphis Public 
Library, who introduced me to the 
River.” 


News 


the program for the bicnnial conference 
and (2) projects in which the Associa- 
tion should participate now and in the 
future, and how committees, sections, 
and members of the Executive Board 
might accomplish these. Miss Virginia 
McJenkin, program chairman, outlined 
plans for the conference. It was decided 
that well-known inspirational speakers be 
secured, that three general sessions be 
held rather than four, that more time 
and larger meeting rooms be allowed the 
sections, and that time be provided on 
the program for tours of craft shops and 
industries around Asheville. Other con- 
ference chairmen were announced as 
follows: Miss Margaret Ligon, local 
arrangements; and Mr. Hoyt Galvin, ex- 
hibits. 

Miss Sarah Jones, Southeastern Library 
Development chairman, said her commit- 
tee was charged “to study the present 
resources of libraries in the Southeast; to 
determine needs, and to recommend plans, 
projects and activities and explore possible 
sources of financial aid.” Miss Jones said 
that many librarians in the area had been 
written for their opinions and that sug- 
gested activities came from the field and 
not from her committee. A list of twelve 
proposed projects was read and, following 
a discussion, it was decided that several 
proposals fell within the province of 
special committees and would be further 
studied by the latter. 


Mrs. Ann Page Bugg, Executive Sec- 
retary and Membership chairman, an- 
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nounced that a double-the-membership 
campaign is being conducted and that 
the 1316 members reported at the Work- 
shop represent the largest number of paid 
members in the history of the Associa- 
tion. She remarked that the campaign 
is young and that SELA still hopes to 
double its membership. (NOTE: Since 
the Workshop, an additional 200 mem- 
bers have been added to the SELA mem- 
bership roster.) 


State Publication 


A publication of the Tennessee His- 
torical Commission has received an award 
of merit from the American Association 
for State and Local History. The award 
was given to Tennessee Historical Mark- 
ers at the Association’s 19th annual meet- 
ing in Philadelphia. 


Edited by William T. Alderson, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Historical Com- 
mission, the 185-page booklet contains 
complete texts of the more than 870 
markers erected by the Commission along 
the highways of the state. The guide 
was specifically cited for its arrangement 
of marker texts in the order in which 
they appear on the highways, for its use 
of color, and for general excellence. Men- 
tion was also made of the indexes to 
marker titles and to state and federal 
highway numbers. In addition, a section 
of the guide titled ‘Tennessee History in 
Brief” was cited for its educational value. 


Mr. Alderson, who is regional repre- 
sentative of the Association, was elected 
to the council of the organization at the 


Philadelphia meeting. 


The American Association for State 





Mr. Porter Kellam, Editor, South- 
eastern Librarian, was given a round of 
applause for his work with the journal. 
It was revealed that Mr. Kellam has been 
editing the official publication, at no 
cost to the Association, since 1952. 


Following reports of other committees, 
the two-day sessions ended. Thirty-seven 
representative librarians from the nine- 
state region attended the Workshop. 


Receives Award 


and Local History, established in 1940, 
is the professional organization of state 
and local historical agencies in the United 
States and Canada. It represents both 
individuals and institutions striving to 
expand and improve the study of state 
and local history. Its awards are made 
annually in eight categories including 
historical agencies and societies, books, 
newspapers, and individuals, and are 
among the most highly sought after in 
the historical field. Given for “‘outstand- 
ing achievement” and “unusually meri- 
torious work,” there were only fifty 
awards in all categories for the year 
1958-59. 


Tennessee Historical Markers is pub- 
lished and distributed by the Tennessee 
Historical Commission, at fifty cents a 


copy. It is also available through most 
bookstores and at many historic sites over 
the state. 


Members of the highway marking 
committee of the Historical Commission 
are Vernon Sharp, Nashville, Chairman; 
Mary U. Rothrock, Knoxville; Z. Cartter 
Patten, Chattanooga; and Seale B. John- 
son, Jackson. 
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